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The Future of the American Negro - 1899

temperament; but what he needs more and more is to be convinced
of the importance of weaving his religion and morality into the
practical affairs of daily life. Equally as much does he need to be
taught to put so much intelligence into his labour that he will see
dignity and beauty in the occupation, and love it for its own sake,
The Negro needs to be taught that more of the religion that man-
ifests itself in his happiness in the prayer-meeting should be made
practical in the performance of his daily task. The man who owns
a home and is in the possession of the elements by which he is sure
of making a daily living has a great aid to a moral and religious
life. What bearing will all this have upon the Negro’s place in the
South as a citizen and in the enjoyment of the privileges which our
government confers?

To state in detail just what place the black man will occupy in
the South as a citizen, when he has developed in the direction
named, is beyond the wisdom of any one. Much will depend upon
the sense of justice which can be kept alive in the breast of the
American people. Almost as much will depend upon the good
sense of the Negro himself. That question, I confess, does not give
me the most concern just now. The important and pressing ques-
tion is, Will the Negro with his own help and that of his friends
take advantage of the opportunities that now surround him? When
he has done this, I believe that, speaking of his future in general
terms, he will be treated with justice, will be given the protection
of the law, and will be given the recognition in a large measure
which his usefulness and ability warrant. If, fifty years ago, any
one had predicted that the Negro would have received the recogni-
tion and honour which individuals have already received, he would
have been laughed at as an idle dreamer. Time, patience, and con-
stant achievement are great factors in the rise of a race.

I do not believe that the world ever takes a race seriously, in its
desire to enter into the control of the government of a nation in
any large degree, until a large number of individuals, members of
that race, have demonstrated, beyond question, their ability to con-
trol and develop individual business enterprises. When a number
of Negroes rise to the point where they own and operate the most
successful farms, are among the largest tax-payers in their county,
are moral and intelligent, I do not believe that in many portions
of the South such men need long be denied the right of saying by
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