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EXTRAGTS FROM My Larger Education - 1911

a great force in the upbuilding of the race. If, on the contrary, it
merely spent itself in fruitless agitation and hot air, no good has
come of it.

Paradoxical as it may seem, the difficulties that the Negro has met
since emancipation have, in my opinion, not always, but on the whole,
helped him more than they have hindered him. For example, I think
the progress which the Negro has made within less than half a century
in the matter of learning to read and write the English language has
been due in large part to the fact that, in slavery, this knowledge was
forbidden him. My experience and observation have taught me that
people who try to withhold the best things in civilization from any
group of people, or race of people, not infrequently aid that people to
the very things that they are trying to withhold from them. I am sure
that, in my own case, I should never have made the efforts that T did
make in my early boyhood to get an education and still later to develop
the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama if I had not been conscious of the
fact that there were a large number of people in the world who did
not believe that the Negro boy could learn or that members of the
Negro race could build up and conduct a large institution of learning.

A wider acquaintance with men in all the different grades of life
taught me that the Negro’s case is not peculiar. The majority of suc-
cesstul men are persons who have had difficulties to overcome, prob-
lems to master; and, in overcoming those difficulties and mastering
those problems, they have gained strength of mind and a cleamness of
vision that few persons who have lived a life of ease have been able
to attain. Experience has taught me, in fact, that no man should be
pitied because, every day in his life, he faces a hard, stubborn problem,
but rather that it is the man who has no problem to solve, no hard-
ships to face, who is to be pitied. His misfortune consists in the fact
that he has nothing in his life which will strengthen and form his
character; nothing to call out his latent powers, and deepen and widen
his hold on life. It has come home to me more in recent years that
I have had, just because my life has been connected with a problem,
some unusual opportunities. I have had unusual opportunities for
example in getting an education in the broader sense of the word.

If I had not been born a slave, for example, I never could have had
the opportunity, perhaps, of associating day by day with the most
ignorant people, so far as books are concerned, and thus coming in
contact with people of this class at first hand. The most fortunate part
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